Activity Description:  Community Gardening Activity
This is a sample risk assessment to give you an idea of the types of risks to consider and appropriate safety measures. You will need to carry out your own risk assessment which is relevant to your activity and venue/site. Remember to update your risk assessment if you make any changes or you identify a new risk.

RISK ASSESSMENT

	Assessed by: 
	Date of Assessment: 



Likelihood:				Severity/consequences:					     Risk rating (SC x L):
1 - Highly unlikely			1 - Slightly harmful					1 - Trivial risk		6 - Substantial risk
2 – Unlikely				2 – Harmful						2 - Tolerable risk	9 - Intolerable risk
3 – Likely				3 - Extremely harmful					3 - 4 - Moderate risk

Main hazards/associated risks:

	Ref No
	Hazard/Risk
	Who is at risk?
Consider: Young Persons, Disability, New & Expectant Mothers, Members of the Public, Client/Service User
	Control Measures
	Locations
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk Rating

	1
	
Volunteer at risk of verbal, psychological or physical abuse by members of the public whilst volunteering


	Volunteer
	· Volunteer to keep mobile phone with them whilst volunteering and to contact emergency services if threatened. 
· Co-ordinator to be informed of any anti-social behaviour which should be reported to Safer Kirklees.
· Volunteers to always volunteer in pairs or a group no lone working.
	
Community Garden
	1
	2
	2

	2
	
Risk of injury due to slip/trip/fall
	Volunteer
	· Volunteers to wear appropriate clothing and footwear.
· If inclement weather such as icy, flooding, high winds or snow then activity to be cancelled.
· Tools to be kept in toolstore when not in use
· Volunteers to limit personal belongings on site and to be kept in locked shed/ toolstore where possible
· Any children or pets attending to be agreed in advance by the co-ordinator and to be supervised by an adult at all times.
· No power or electrical tools to be used on site
	Community Garden
	2
	2
	4

	3
	
Risk of injury due to inhalation or ingestion


	
Volunteer / Public
	· No chemicals/fertilisers to be used in the garden without prior consent form Co-ordinator.
· Safety precautions followed in line with manufacturer guidelines and only pet and child safe products to be used.
· No chemicals to be stored on site.
· No poisonous plants or plants which cause irritation or allergies to be used in the garden.

	Community Garden
	1
	3
	3

	4
	Risk of injury due to sharps
	Volunteer
	· All Volunteers to wear appropriate gardening gloves on site.
· Gloves to be assessed regularly for wear and tear.
· Volunteers to be strongly encouraged to keep up to date with tetanus.
	Community Garden
	2
	2
	4

	5
	Risk due to dog faeces 
	Volunteer
	· All Volunteers to wear appropriate gloves on site.
· Co-ordinator to check for dog faeces at the start of each session and remove from site with poo bag before session starts. Bag to be disposed of appropriately. 
· Where possible, garden to be fenced to prevent dogs entering area.
	Community Garden
	2
	2
	4

	6
	Risk of burns or electrocution
	Volunteer
	· No bonfires allowed on site
· No power tools or electrical tools allowed on site.
	Community Garden
	1
	3
	3

	7
	Risk of injury due to work at heights
	Volunteer
	· Ladders to be avoided where possible, and long handed tools to be used instead.
· Professionals to be used for any working at height where possible.
· If Ladders required, they should be checked before use and Volunteers to work in pairs and use PPE.
	Community garden
	2
	2
	4

	8
	Risk of COVID-19 infection passed between Volunteers 
	Volunteer
	· Volunteer not to carry out any gardening activity onsite if any COVID-19 symptoms or member of household with symptoms for at least 10 days or if isolating. 
· Volunteers to take twice weekly lateral flow tests
· Volunteer to follow social distance measures, keeping at least 2 metres from people they are interacting with. 
· Volunteer to wear face coverings if unable to socially distance or at indoor venues. 
· Volunteers to avoid sharing equipment and gloves (these should be cleaned in between use)
· Hand sanitiser to be available on site for cleaning hands before and after session.
· Volunteers to bring own refreshments and not share food or drink.
· Handwashing facilities on site to be made available where possible.
(Covid safety measures to be updated in line with changes to government guidance).
	Community garden
	1
	3
	3

	9
	Risk of injury due to collision with vehicle.
	Volunteer
	· Volunteers to wear appropriate clothing and footwear.
· High Vis jackets to be provided if gardening alongside the roadside.
· Cones or barriers to be put up if gardening adjacent to busy highway.
	Community Garden/ Roadside
	1
	3
	3



Conclusions: 

If the above recommendations are followed, then risks can be minimised.
ACTIONS: 
PPE to be provided to all volunteers.
Access to handwashing and/or sanitiser on site.


Review Date: 
Review of this document should be annually or more frequent if:
· After an accident / incident involving an activity from this risk assessment
· Any significant changes to work practices, materials, equipment or legislation



Assessor (Signed): 				Dated: 

THIS RISK ASSESSMENT MUST BE SHARED WITH ALL INVOLVED IN THIS ACTIVITY
The sharing of the risk assessment with all Volunteers involved with the activity is vital to ensure all control
measures are complied with, are practical and adhered to.



